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Services, crying t o ide ntify a problem they have with kids in
particular that are hard to place, that are di fficult t o f i nd
families for t hat r eally aren't best served by returning to
their native family, but going out to an adop tion, but the
problem is th a t t he mot her and father involved or whatever,
mother, maybe just father, whatever, did not want to give up the
child for adoption without being able to keep in touch in so me
way in terms of being informed about that child. We ' re not
talking about visitation rights here, we' re talking just ab o ut
information exchange, how is he doing, how is she doing, what' s
going on, you know, just general types of information exchange .
Now, any pa rent w ould have some understanding of what we' re
talking about here. If you' re not a parent, perhaps it wouldn' t
strike you, but for m e and others th at are parents it is
important you c a n see that before you give up that child, even
if it's in the best interest of the child, you would wa n t to
know what h as happened to the child. That's reall y what we ' re
talking about here. It doesn't lead to the pr oblem t hat som e
people are raising here about information getting back that you
don't want to get back, these are really o pen adoptions. These
are not t he typical ty pes of adop tions at birth, the birth
mother doesn't want the child and doesn't want to know about the
child and that kind of secrecy is enacted into the adop t ion
process. Here you have a different status completely in terms
of the focus and you need to understand a niche that this bill
is attempting to fulfill. I think Senator Conway brought a good
bill. I think it s adequate in its drafting. If there is some
p oten t i a l i mp r o v e m~-i ts , I am su r e we can all look at them, but
it is an important piece of legislation that I think is in shape
t o be a d v anced t o d a y .

PRESIDENT: Sen at o r Abb o u d , p l ea s e .

SENATOR ABBOUD: M r . President, colleagues, Senator Conway, I'd
be happy to give you some of my time if you'd like to answer
some of those questions that I raised.

PRESIDENT: Senator Conway. T h ere are no other lights on.

SENATOR CONWAY : I will atte mpt to and, again, the way the
question that was raised, I think again when you look a t this,
as Senator Wesely pointed out, and now I had a chance to look at
the committee amendments. One of the things written into the
bill is that there is nothing r e lative t o the req uest for
specific performance or the r eaction on the part of the court
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